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Introduction  

 
We expect that all our pupils will wear their uniform correctly and with pride. The 
uniform lists provide a comprehensive guide for all year groups and must be 
adhered to.  
 
Pupils in Years 7 to 11 must be well turned out with the correct uniform, regular 
haircuts, polished shoes and a neat and tidy appearance. In the Sixth Form pupils 
are allowed the privilege of wearing smart business attire to reflect their growing 
maturity, however this privilege brings with it responsibility and Sixth Formers 
must set a good example to our younger pupils. 
 
Your support in ensuring that your son or daughter is correctly equipped with 
uniform items is appreciated. We strongly encourage pupils to present the best 
appearance possible at all times. However, in situations where the uniform rules 
are not followed disciplinary action will be taken. 
 
Details of our uniform supplier are given later in this booklet; however parents 
should be aware that it is not essential to purchase all items through Schoolblazer.  
Non Shiplake specific items e.g. white shirts, can often be purchased on the High 
Street in stores such as John Lewis and Marks and Spencer at lower prices. 
 
We hope that this guide will provide you with all the information you need, 
however if you do have any queries please contact the Registrar or your House 
Matron. 
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School Uniform 
 
Three years ago we undertook a review of our options with the objective of 
providing the right service for the provision of school uniform to parents.  We 
recognized that as a relatively small school it would be difficult to manage the 
buying and sourcing processes ourselves whilst delivering the improvements in 
value for money that we felt were possible.  As previously we therefore felt the need 
to subcontract this operation and we chose Schoolblazer Ltd. as our new supplier of 
uniform. 
 

Schoolblazer Ltd – www.schoolblazer.com 
 
Schoolblazer is a relatively new company, founded in 2004 but focussed on 
providing school uniform to independent Schools.  It currently supplies over 20 
Schools around the country, including Oundle and Rugby, but also Durham, Dame 
Alice Harpur and Portsmouth High School, with a mix of boarding and day schools.   
The company was founded and is run by two directors with an impressive and 
relevant pedigree.  They have experience of both supply and retail management, 
having been directors of some of the largest companies in the industry.   
 
The benefits of the service that Schoolblazer provides are clear and simple: 
 

 Schoolblazer are an online retailer – allowing parents to order anytime and 
from anywhere at their convenience.  If any do not have internet access 
Schoolblazer can take telephone orders. 

 

 All garments arrive fully name-tagged, at no extra charge – eliminating this 
annual summer chore. 

 

 Schoolblazer build a bespoke site for the School, allowing simple navigation 
to the correct uniform and sportswear for each child.   
 

 Uniform is delivered via Parcelforce, either to the home or for pick-up at 
School, with a normal turn-around of 3 to 4 days for name-tagged garments, 
but a firm promise of all deliveries within 8 working days.  Urgent garments 
which do not require name-tagging can be shipped in 2 days. 

 

 The web-site has an “intelligent sizing system” to ensure that garments fit 
first time, but if they do not the returns process is designed to be trouble-
free  

 

 We continue to hold “trying-on” samples in School, and also hold a stock of 
emergency garments to replace lost items – however we are confident that 
with all items name-tagged, then this problem will be considerably reduced. 
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Marking of clothes 
All items should be clearly marked with name tapes in a readily available position 
and printed as follows: 
 First name, surname, House initial in brackets 
Please note that pupils in the Lower School will not have a House initial 
Permanent marker pen should be used to mark trainers. 
Boarders – a substantial charge is made for marking large quantities of clothes.  
Wherever possible, parents must make every effort to obtain any new clothing 
before the start of term and have it suitably marked. 
 

Special Occasions  
Pupils will be told what dress code they should follow. 
Formal – Boys in years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 are expected to wear school blazers, 
trousers, white shirts and School ties.  Sixth Formers should wear a dark suit and 
white shirt or blouse. 
Informal – shirt with collar, sweater, trousers (not jeans), shoes (not trainers). 
Casual – t-shirts, jeans etc.  Not to be worn in group outings away from Shiplake 
except possibly on House Sunday trips. 
 

Unsuitable non-regulation clothes 
The school reserves the right to return unsuitable clothing (uniform or leisure 
wear) and to replace it with regulation items.  Housemasters or Housemistress  
will, when necessary, approve the purchase of essential items not brought by the 
pupils. 
 

Arriving at school 
New boarders should arrive for their first term in uniform.  Thereafter, they may 
travel in home clothes.  Day pupils should always arrive in uniform. 
 

Laundry (Boarders) 
All clothes are laundered at school in automatic washing machines; therefore 
clothes must be of machine washable, non-iron material (polyester/cotton).  The 
College cannot accept responsibility for any damage to items sent to the laundry 
which are not machine washable.  Items requiring dry cleaning should be handed 
to the House Matron; an additional charge will be made for this service. 
 

Luggage (Boarders) 
An overnight bag (holdall) should be provided containing necessities required for 
the first night of term, and for use on leave weekends.  Overseas pupils requiring 
storage facilities during holidays MUST provide a suitable case or trunk in which to 
pack their belongings. 
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Years 7 and 8 – Lower School 
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Striped Blazer 1    
School tie 1    

Black crested v-neck 
jumper 

1    

Plain white shirts 5    
Dark grey trousers 2    

Plain dark socks 6-12 pairs    
Raincoat or overcoat 

(optional) 
1    

Shiplake College scarf 
(optional) 

1    

Black polishable lace-up 
shoes 

1 pair    

School bag or back pack 1    
Wrist watch 1    

Calculator (Casio fx83ES) 1    
Handkerchiefs  5    

Pens, Pencils and ruler,  1 set    

 
Notes 

 All items to be clearly marked. 

 School tie – available in 2 lengths. 

 Shirts – Long or short sleeve may be worn 

 Shoes – slip on shoes are not acceptable.  Matrons will be authorised to 
purchase a pair of regulation shoes for any boy not wearing lace up shoes.  
The cost of such purchases will be added to the pupil‟s account. 

 School bag or back pack – must be dark in colour. 

 Handkerchiefs – tissues are an acceptable alternative. 
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Year 7 and 8 (Lower School) - Sports kit 
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Shiplake College tracksuit 
bottoms 

1  
 

Must be plain black 
and without logos 

 

Shiplake College rugby 
shirt 

1    

Shiplake College hooded 
top  

1    

Shiplake College polo shirt 2    
Plain black rugby socks 2 pairs    

Black rugby shorts 1    
White shorts 1    

White sports socks 2 pairs    
Sports kit bag 1    
Sports towel 1    
Gum shields 2    

Black athletic briefs or 
lycra shorts (optional) 

1    

Rugby or football boots 1 pair    
Shin Pads 1 set    
Trainers 2 pairs    

Baselayers and 
compression shorts 

(optional) 

Base layer tops are worn underneath rugby shirts for 
extra warmth and protection during sports lessons and 
matches.  This is an optional piece of PE kit however if 
your son would like to wear a base layer during games 
please ensure he has a school branded one.  Available 
from www.playerlayer.com 
Please note all orders for the 2010/2011 season must be 
placed by 21st July 2010.  

 
Notes 

 All items to be clearly marked. 

 Gum shields – suggest 1 made to measure and 1 „bite and boil‟ style for 
emergency use only. 

 Trainers – one pair to have non-marking soles for indoor use.  Brightly 
coloured trainers are not acceptable. 

http://www.playerlayer.com/
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Years 9, 10 and 11  
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Striped Blazer 1    
House tie 1-2    
School tie 1    

Black crested v-neck 
jumper 

1-2    

Plain white shirts 6-10    
Dark grey trousers 2-3    

Underpants 8    
Plain dark socks 6-12 pairs    
Vests (optional) 3    

Raincoat or overcoat 
(optional) 

1    

Shiplake College scarf 
(optional) 

1    

Black polishable lace-up 
shoes 

1 pair    

School bag or back pack 1    
Wrist watch 1    

Calculator (Casio fx83ES) 1    
Pens, Pencils and ruler  1 set    

Handkerchiefs  6    

For Boarders only  

Night wear 3 sets    
Dressing gown 1    

Slippers or flip-flops 1 pair    
Leisure clothes 3 sets    

Coloured bath towels 3    
Pillows 1 -2    

Pillow cases 2-4    
Duvet 1    

Duvet covers 2    
Trouser rail coat hangers 3    

Shoe cleaning kit 1    
Linen bags 3    

Laundry bag (optional) 1    
Knife, fork, spoon, 

bowl/plate and mug (for in 
house use) 

1 of each    

 
Notes 

 All items to be clearly marked. 

 House tie – worn most days. 

 School tie – worn for whole school events and when representing the College 
at sports fixtures.  
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 Shirts – Long or short sleeve may be worn.  Please note boys should no 
longer wear blue shirts. 

 Shoes – slip on shoes are not acceptable.  Matrons will be authorised to 
purchase a pair of regulation shoes for any boy not wearing lace up shoes.  
The cost of such purchases will be added to the pupil‟s account. 

 School bag or back pack – must be dark in colour. 

 Handkerchiefs – tissues are an acceptable alternative. 

 Leisure clothes – boys tend to wear jeans, chinos and joggers with a variety 
of t-shirts and hoodies.  Matrons recommend 1 set to be „smart casual‟ which 
can be worn for more formal outings and events, e.g. theatre trips. 

 Bath towels – not bath sheets.  

 Fitted sheets are supplied by school. 
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Sixth Form - Boys 
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Business style suit in navy 
or dark grey.  Subtle 

stripes are acceptable.  
2    

House tie 2    
School tie 1    

Plain white shirts 2    
White or light blue shirts 
with a discreet coloured 

stripe 
6    

Underpants 8    
Plain dark socks 6-12 pairs    

Raincoat or overcoat 
(optional) 

1    

Shiplake College scarf 
(optional) 

1    

Plain dark coloured v-neck 
jumper with no logos 

(optional) 
1-2    

Black polishable lace-up 
shoes 

1 pair    

Wrist watch 1    
Calculator (Casio fx9750 
GA plus) if taking AS/A2 

Maths 
1    

Handkerchiefs  6    

For Boarders only  

Night wear 3 sets    
Dressing gown 1    

Slippers or flip-flops 1 pair    
Leisure clothes 3 sets    

Coloured bath towels 2    
Pillows 1 -2    

Pillow cases 2-4    
Duvet 1    

Duvet covers 2    
Trouser rail coat hangers 3    

Shoe cleaning kit 1    
Linen bags 3    

Laundry bag (optional) 1    
Knife, fork, spoon, 

bowl/plate and mug (for in 
house use) 

1 of each    
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Notes 
 All items to be clearly marked. 

 Suit trousers and jackets must match. 

 As an alternative to a suit, Sixth Formers may continue to wear the striped 
school blazer but it must be worn with dark grey school trousers. 

 House tie – worn most days. 

 School tie – worn for whole school events and when representing the College 
at sports fixtures.  

 Shirts – Long or short sleeve may be worn.  No checks or bold patterns. 

 Jumpers – Long or short sleeve may be worn but should match suit colour. 

 Shoes – slip on shoes are not acceptable.  Matrons will be authorised to 
purchase a pair of regulation shoes for any boy not wearing lace up shoes.  
The cost of such purchases will be added to the pupil‟s account. 

 Handkerchiefs – tissues are an acceptable alternative. 

 Leisure clothes – boys tend to wear jeans, chinos and joggers with a variety 
of t-shirts and hoodies.  Matrons recommend 1 set to be „smart casual‟ which 
can be worn for more formal outings and events, e.g. theatre trips. 

 Bath towels – not bath sheets.  

 Fitted sheets are supplied by school. 
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Years 9, 10 and 11 and Sixth Form (Boys) – 
Sports kit 

 

Basic list for all 
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Shiplake College tracksuit 
top 

1    

Shiplake College tracksuit 
bottoms 

2  
 

Must be plain black 
and without logos 

 

Shiplake College rugby 
shirt 

2    

House rugby shirt 1    
House vest 1    

Shiplake College polo shirt 2-3    
Plain black rugby socks 3 pairs    

Shiplake College hooded 
top (optional) 

1    

Black rugby shorts 2    
White shorts 1    

White sports socks 6 pairs    
Sports kit bag 1    
Sports towel 1    
Swim shorts 1-2    
Gum shields 2    

Black athletic briefs or 
lycra shorts (optional) 

2    

Rugby or football boots 1 pair    
Trainers 2 pairs    

Baselayers and 
compression shorts 

(optional) 

Base layer tops are worn underneath rugby shirts for 
extra warmth and protection during sports lessons and 
matches.  This is an optional piece of PE kit however if 
your son would like to wear a base layer during games 
please ensure he has a school branded one.  Available 
from www.playerlayer.com 
Please note all orders for the 2010/2011 season must be 
placed by 21st July 2010.  

 
Notes 

 All items to be clearly marked. 

 Gum shields – suggest 1 made to measure and 1 „bite and boil‟ style for 
emergency use only. 

 Trainers – one pair to have non-marking soles for indoor use.  Brightly 
coloured trainers are not acceptable. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.playerlayer.com/
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Cricket – if opting 
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Shiplake cricket shirt* 1    
Shiplake short sleeve 

cricket jumper (optional) 
1    

White cricket trousers 1-2    
Shiplake cricket cap 1    

 
*   Shiplake College polo shirts can be worn initially 

 
Rowing – All boys in Year 9 will have the opportunity to try rowing during their 
first term at Shiplake.  They will not require any specific kit initially and may 
participate wearing school polo shirts, shorts and track suits.  Before the beginning 
of the Spring term, boys will indicate which major sport they will pursue for the 
term, i.e. rowing or hockey.  Boys selected for Year 9 racing crews will need to 
purchase some items of rowing kit.  The Head of rowing will contact parents about 
requirements at the appropriate time.  Rowing kit is very specialised and we are 
keen to ensure that our boys are wearing kit of the highest quality.  As a result we 
have decided to source all kit from a specialist rowing supplier, Crewroom, rather 
than Schoolblazer.com.   We hope that you will understand that this is to guarantee 
that the boys have technically superior garments at a competitive price. 
Further information about rowing kit and the Boatclub are available on the school 
website: www.shiplake.org.uk/boatclub 
 

http://www.shiplake.org.uk/boatclub
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Sixth Form – Girls 
 
The aim of the uniform for girls is to look and feel smart at all times and to ensure 
that there is parity between the boys and girls at Shiplake College.  Please read the 
accompanying notes carefully. 
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Either  
Business style skirt suit in 
black, navy or dark grey.   

Or 
Business style trouser suit 
in black, navy or dark grey.  

Subtle stripe or weave is 
acceptable for either. 

2    

Plain white or light 
coloured shirts.  Subtle 
stripes are acceptable.  

6    

Plain dark coloured v-neck 
jumper with no logos 

(optional) 
1-2    

Overcoat or storm proof 
jacket (optional) 

1    

Underwear     
Tights 6 pairs    

Black polishable shoes 2 pairs    
Calculator (Casio fx9750 
GA plus) if taking AS/A2 

Maths 
1    

Handkerchiefs  6    
Wrist watch 1    

For Boarders only  

Night garments 2    
Dressing gown 1    

Slippers or flip-flops 1 pair    
Leisure clothes 3 sets    

Coloured bath towels 2    
Pillows 1 -2    

Pillow cases 2-4    
Duvet 1    

Duvet covers 2    
Coat hangers 3 - 6    

Shoe cleaning kit 1    
Linen bags 3    

Laundry bag (optional) 1    
Knife, fork, spoon, 

bowl/plate and mug (for in 
house use) 

1 of each    
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Notes 
 All items to be clearly marked. 

 Please note that for formal occasions a skirt suit WILL be required. 

 The College has a sample of the Schoolblazer suit if girls would like to see 
this before ordering.  Please contact the Registrar. 

 The College also has samples of alternative suits that can be ordered through 
another supplier.  Please contact the Registrar for further details. 

 As an alternative to a suit, girls may wear the striped school blazer with a 
black or grey skirt.   

 Skirts 
- Must be comfortably touching the ground when the wearer is on her 

knees in the classic praying position. 
- Must allow for ease of movement and not be overly tight. 
- Must be fitted at the waist and must match the suit jacket. 
- Must not ride up when girls are walking. 
- Any splits in the skirt must be modest. 

 Trousers 
- Must be fitted at the waist and must match the suit jacket. 
- Must not be fashion trousers but a business cut. 
- Must be hemmed appropriately so as not to drag on the ground. 

 Shirts 
- Must fit properly.  Overly tight shirts or blouses or those which reveal 

underwear or cleavage are not acceptable. 
- Must have buttons up to the collar and should be fastened modestly.  
- Must be long enough to tuck into skirts or trousers. 

 Jumpers – Long or short sleeve may be worn but should match suit colour 
and correct length, i.e. below waist length. 

 Underwear – must be white or flesh coloured underneath shirts or blouses.  
It is not acceptable to have underwear on display or visible through 
garments.  It is also unacceptable for cleavage or midriff to be on show. 

 Tights  
- must be in good condition 
- must be worn in winter with skirts 
- black opaque in winter and neutral colour in summer.  During the warm 

summer months when summer uniform code is in force girls may choose 
not to wear tights.  If girls opt to wear socks with trousers these should be 
plain and of a dark colour.  

 Shoes 
- Must have a sturdy heel no higher than 2 inches (5cms). 
- Stilettos, slingbacks, ballet pumps and thin heels are not acceptable. 

 Leisure clothes  
- Tops should cover shoulders and stomach 
- Skirts should be of modest length 
- Underwear must not be visible 
- we recommend that no more than 3 sets are kept at the College at any 

one time as storage space is limited within the rooms. 
 

Hair 
Hair must be brushed and well groomed at all times.  Long hair must be tied back 
in one ponytail throughout the school day.  Fringes must not fall across the eyes.  
Hair should not be highlighted but, if so, colour should appear natural and avoid 
extremes of fashion.   
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Make-up 
Small amounts of make up may be worn so long as girls look natural.  If make-up is 
too obvious girls will be asked to remove it.  Girls are allowed to wear clear nail 
polish; if they are wearing coloured nail polish they will be told to remove it. 
 

Jewellery 
Jewellery is allowed but restricted to one plain chain or necklace, one plain ring or 
bracelet and a pair of stud earrings.  Bangles, drop or hoop earrings and other 
items of fashion jewellery are not allowed. 
There must be no visible body piercing. 

  
Sixth Form Girls– Sports kit 

 

Basic list for all 
 

Item Quantity Schoolblazer 
only 

Schoolblazer 
or High Street 

High 
Street 

Shiplake College tracksuit 
top 

1    

Shiplake College tracksuit 
bottoms (optional) 

2  
 

Must be plain black 
and without logos 

 

Black skort 2    
Shiplake College t-shirt 2    

Shiplake College polo shirt 
(optional) 

1    

Black rugby socks 2 pairs    
Shiplake College hooded 

top  
1    

Black thermal sports 
leggings 

1 or 2 pairs    

Sports bra 2    
Navy or black swimsuit  1    

White sports socks 6 pairs    
Sports kit bag 1    
Sports towel 1    

Gum shield if playing 
hockey  

1    

Shin pads if playing hockey 1    
Cross Trainers 2 pairs    

Baselayers  
(optional) 

Base layer tops are worn underneath T-shirts/polo shirts 
for extra warmth and protection during sports lessons 
and matches.  This is an optional piece of PE kit however 
if your daughter would like to wear a base layer during 
games please ensure she has a school branded one.  
Available from www.playerlayer.com 
Please note all orders for the 2010/2011 season must be 
placed by 21st July 2010.  

 

 

http://www.playerlayer.com/
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Notes 
 All items to be clearly marked. 

 Trainers – one pair to have non-marking soles for indoor use.  Plimsolls, 
Tommy tackies or converse type fashion trainers are not acceptable. 

 
 
 

Tennis/Squash/Badminton – if opting 
Item Quantity Schoolblazer 

only 
Schoolblazer 

or High Street 
High 

Street 
Shiplake College polo shirt 1    

White tennis shorts 1    

 
 
Rowing 
It is very difficult to know how much competitive rowing the girls will be involved 
in.  This can vary with each cohort and is very much dependent on the girls 
themselves and the level of commitment that they wish to make to the sport.  There 
are so many activities for them to engage in during their 2 years at Shiplake College 
that it is sometimes difficult to find enough time for competitive rowing; although 
we are always happy for them to be involved, even if only for recreational purposes.   
 
This does make things very difficult when it comes to defining kit requirements.  
ARA (Amateur Rowing Association) regulations state that all competitive racers 
must wear a standard kit which for Shiplake crews is an all-in-one, a long sleeve 
tech top and leggings.  As we don‟t know how much racing they will participate in 
and mindful of the cost of rowing kit, I am always reluctant to insist on parents 
purchasing rowing kit for their daughters in advance.  All kit is made specially to 
order by our supplier, Crewroom.    
 
Girls are allowed to train in their Shiplake College games kit, i.e. skorts and College 
polo tops, with warm top layers during the colder winter months.  However girls do 
need to be aware that these types of loose fitting clothes are more prone to getting 
caught in the seat slides and blade handles can sometimes get stuck in T-shirts thus 
hampering performance.  My recommendation therefore is for the girls to have, as 
a minimum, an all-in-one for training, which will also be suitable for racing.   
 
Further information about rowing kit and the Boatclub are available on the school 
website: www.shiplake.org.uk/boatclub 
 
 
 

 

http://www.shiplake.org.uk/boatclub

